














By thoughtfully cultivating a season-long progression of native flowering

plants, we can nurture our bumble bees and enhance their life work.

The queen must locate
and provision a suitable
nest with nectar and
pollen from spring-

flowering plants.

Queen bumble bees are
continually foraging for

food while also tending

their brood in the spring.

The brood must be kept
warm, especially during

chilly spring nights.

Virginia Waterleaf

Hydrophyllum virginianum

Light pink - violet flowers:
April - May
Partial shade - partial sun

Soil: sandy-loam - clay-loam

Medium - dry
Height: 10”- 15"

SPRING

Smooth Beardtongue
Penstemon digitalis
White flowers:

May - June
Partial sun - full sun
Soil: sandy-loam - clay-loam
Medium - dry
Height: 24" - 36"

Golden Alexanders
Zizia aurea
Yellow flowers:
May - June
Partial sun - full sun
Soil:loam - clay-loam
Medium
Height: 24" - 36"

Cream Wild Indigo
Baptisia bracteata
White - cream flowers:
May - June
Partial sun - full sun
Soil:sandy-loam - loam
Medium - dry
Height: 24"

Ohio Spiderwort
Tradescantia ohiensis
Blue to violet flowers:
May - June
Partial sun - full sun
Soil:loam - clay-loam
Medium - dry
Height: 12"- 18"



SUMMER

Purple Prairie Clover

Dalea purpurea
Pink - violet flowers:
July - August
Partial sun - full sun

Soil: sandy-loam - clay-loam

Medium - dry
Height: 10”- 15"

Anise Hyssop
Agastache foeniculum
Blue - violet flowers:
June - September
Partial sun - full sun
Soil:sand - loam
Medium - dry-medium
Height: 24" - 36"

Wild Bergamot
Monarda fistulosa
Light - dark pink flowers:
July - September
Partial sun - full sun
Soil: sandy loam - clay-loam
Dry-medium - medium-moist
Height: 24" - 36"

Obedient Plant

Physostegia virginiana

Pink - violet flowers:
August - September
Full sun

Soil: sandy-loam - clay-loam

Medium - moist
Height: 24" - 36"

Blue Lobelia
Lobelia siphilitica
Blue - violet flowers:
July - September
Partial sun - full sun
Soil: sandy-loam - loam
Medium - moist
Height:12"- 18"

Prairie or Nodding Onion
Allium stellatum, A. cernuum
Light - dark pink flowers:
July - August
Full sun
Soil: sandy-loam - clay-loam
Dry-medium - medium-moist
Height:6"- 12"



AUTUMN

New England Aster Stiff Goldenrod Bottle Gentian
Aster novae-angliae Solidago rigida Gentiana andrewsii
Pink to purple flowers: Yellow flowers: Blue to violet flowers:
September - October September September - October
Partial sun - full sun Full sun

Partial sun - full sun
Soil:loam - clay-loam
Medium to moist
Height: 12"- 18"

Soil: sandy-loam - clay
Medium to moist
Height: 36" - 48"

Soil: sandy-loam - clay-loam
Medium to dry
Height: 24" - 42"

Minnesota Bumble Bee Conservancy:

a learning circle is forming among
Minnesotans eager to learn
more about bumble bees (and
other native pollinators), to
share information about
bumble bees, insect
pollination and how we
can help each other.

For more information, visit
nelsonfamilyfarm.org

With our help they will thrive!

Citizen Scientists - Help Monitor Bumble Bee Populations

Bumble Bee Watch bumblebeewatch.org
Minnesota Bumble Bee Survey befriendingbumblebees.com/survey.html
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